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SUBJECT: The Proposed Legislation to Create an American Council
for Private International Communications, Inc.

PARTICIPANTS: H - Mr. David Abshire
IEUR -~ Mr. Richard Davies
L/EUR - Mr. B. Keith Huffman
Senator Clifford Case
John Marks, Scnator Case's Legislative Assistant

PLACE: Senator Case's Office
TIME: Approximately 3:40-4:20 P.M.

DISTRIBUTION: 1I -~ Mr. Abshire
FUR - Mr. Davies
EUR/CHP - Mr. John Raker
I - Mr. John Leahy
Mr. Fred Valtin, Deputy Chief

Mr. Abshire opened the meeting by asking Senator Case
whether he had solicited the opinions of any other members of
the Committee as to the merits of the draft bill. - The Senator
indicated that he had spoken only to Senator Fulbright, who was
at present strongly opposed to the basic concept of the draft
bill to create a separate organization through which to funnel
appropriations to the Radios. Senator Case did not feel that
Fulbright's opposition was necessarily permanent nor that he
Vﬁﬁia"ﬁfEVEﬁtwﬁﬂVﬁfa upon the draft bill within Tho Senate
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Foreign Relations Committece. Ie suggested, however, that it

would be worthwhile for Department represcentatives to consult
with the Senator concerning the bill on the possibility that
some pf his objections might be overcome during such consulta-
tions.

Senator Case said that he felt Senator Fulbright had
indicated his basic agrcement with Senator Case's initial
proposals to fund RFE/RL directly. Senator Case felt that if
time was of the essence to the Administration that it would be
easier to get through a bill in the form of his original proposal
than.a bill embodying the concept of the Council. Senator Case,
himself, stated that he still preferred his initial concept
and described Fulbright's objections as a gencral opposition to
a bill which would create "an entirely new bureaucracy."

Though Senator Case indicataed on several occasions that he
would "support" the draft bill, he implied strongly that such
support would not involve any considerable individual eviorts
on his part and that any progress by the bill would be the
result of hard work by the State Department.

Mr. Abshire questioned whether it would be fruitfu® for .
the President to see members of the Committee concerning the k;ﬁa
bill during the weck of Junc 7. Senator Case indicated that heﬁh
saw little necessity for such high-level pressure at this time. 1[hv
He felt that such pressure would not be needed upon Reprblican RVH v
members of the Committee and questioned whether it would be f
successful with regard to the Chairman. He did not fee! that (V
the expenditure of tlhe President's time on this matter was %
justified. ‘”l‘a

Concerning other sentiment on the Committee, Mr. Abshire
indicated that Senator Symington, though unfamiliar with the
- bill, indicated gencral agrecement with its concept. Senator
Case indicated that Senator Church would probably also be
generally favorable since he had officially congratulatod
Senator Case on his sponsorchip of the bill.
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Benator Case said that in light of Senator Fulbright's Uk
opposition to the bill as presently drafted it would be &ng@ hﬁ
extremely unlikely that the bill could move through the 7”
Committee with any degree of urgency. He indicated that we 'ﬁhr;;x
should let the matter lie for two weeks or perhaps a month P [
and then broach the subject with Senator Fulbright in consulta-
tions. 1In discussing the problem of the GAO Audit of the e
Berlin Occupation Costs, Mr. Abshire indicated we hoped we Jﬁiii
would know where we stood within a week. Mr. Case indicated &Qﬁ S
that an accommodation to the Committee on this matter would be' j

be significant in affecting Fulbright's disposition towards gn (phﬁ
the draft bill. L
Mr. Abshire questioned whether it would be helpful to k'gtz

as Frank Stanton arrange for some personal meetings with the
interested Senators, in particular, Senator Fulbright. Secnator
Casc cautioned that Senator TFulbright was presently il11-
disposed towards "the New York Establisbhment'" and the “Acheson
Group' as the result of reccent events surrounding the Minsfield
Amendment. e thought, however, that Stanton would be helpful
in strengthening Scnators Javits' and Scott's appreciation

for the draft bill. Scnator Case suggested that highpowered
consultations be avoided.

have some persons prominent in the communications field such §k (7~

Mr. Davies then discussed possible amendments to the draft
bill desircd by Senator Case. The Senator indicated that by far 'llb
the most important amendment from the Committee's point of &1pﬁ L
view would be provision for an annual authorization for the QquJ&
Council. TIle stated that such a provision would go a long way I
towards bringing Senator Tulbright around cither to withdraw
his opposition from the bill or to allow himself to be outvoted
in the Committee graccfully. Scnator Casc stated that il there
were such an annual authorization provision in the bill. he ;ﬁj
would seec no necessity for the specific naming of the Radios in
the legislation, provided that there was explicit legislative ?
history restricting grants by the Council to the two Radios.
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Mr. Marks brought up the issuec of whether the Council
had to be called a private corporation in light of Senator A
Fulbright's views that this would be misleading in light of ”fh/uﬁ’
the Council's funding by Congress. Mr. Huffman pointed out
that the draft bill nowhere employed the term "private corpora- 8 f&b?
tion" and suggested that scmantical arguments might be avoided
in the future by referring to the Council in the terms u;od pt
in the draft bill - a non-profit corporation which is not a ‘ﬂ*
agency or cstablishment of the U.S. Government. Senator Case
agreed that the issuc was primarily an emotional one with
Senator Fulbright but urged us to delete the word "privaie'
from the title of the Council as another important mecans of
mollifying Tulbright's current opposition to the legislation.

On the subjact of the membership of the Board of th:
Council, Senator Case indicated that Congressman Reid was the
strongast proponcent of a provision in the bill for board
members appoincaed by persons other than the President. Senator Jw‘
Case himselfl indicated that he would not feel particularly
strongly about this subject but indicated that we should <erta1n1y
discuss this matter with Reid as soon as possible. Senatror
Case indicated that Scnator Fulbright would probably be quite b r
opposed to a proposal to have persons on the board not appointe P”
by the President because he would feel that this might dlnfuse JL}
the Executive Branch's responsibility and accountability for Pﬁﬁ
the operations of the Council. Senator Case indicated that
Senator Fulbll xhit would probably work to keep the Department 7
of State "on Lhc hoolk" with regard to the year-to-year opcera- bﬂ'-
tions of the Council.

In addition, Mr. Davies brought up Senator Case's expressed h

preference for a provision in the hill to allow GAO audits ¢1;, #
of the financial transactions of the recipients of grants of j
the Council as well as the Council. Senator Case indicated ln0~

that this would also be auite an important matter in the view
of other committee members. He would be happy if we wcould
accommodate him on this point. There was also discussion of
Senator Tulbright's objcctions to continued public advertising
for contributions to RFE and RL. Senator Case indicated that
Senator Tulbright's problems were basically his feeling that
they had been misleading in che past. Senator Casza did not
feel that there would be definitive objections to continued
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provision in the bill for possible private contributions

to the Council. He felt that we could meet the concerns

of the Committee by having the Council describe all gilts

it received in its reports to the Congress and by eliminating the
the type of public advertising which had been done in the

past.

Senator Case questioned Mr. Abshire with regard to
the degree of urgency of the bill, Mr. Abshire took the
position that, for appropriations considerations, we would
hope to he launched on the new concept of the funding of
the Radios emhodied in the draft bill by mid-summer,
Senator Case indicated that this would be desirable,

Mr. Abshire indicated to Senator Case that Department
representatives and members of the Radios' boards would
be consulting with members of the Committee in the coming
weeks, and we would be back in touch with the Senaton's
office shortly with regard to the possible language (hanges
in some provision. of the bill to respond to the Senator's
preferences. After the mecting Mr. Marks informed us that
the draft bill had yet to be submitted for printing and
it would be desirable to have any language changes incorpora-
ted into the hill at the time it was printed. We indicated
our hope that we would shortly be in a position to agree
upon final language for the draft.accomodating the Scnator's

w
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